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Abstract: Convolution Neural Networks (CNN) can quickly diagnose
COVID-19 patients by analyzing computed tomography (CT) images of the
lung, thereby effectively preventing the spread of COVID-19. However, the
existing CNN-based COVID-19 diagnosis models do consider the problem
that the lung images of COVID-19 patients in the early stage and incubation
period are extremely similar to those of the non-COVID-19 population.
Which reduces the model’s classification sensitivity, resulting in a higher
probability of the model misdiagnosing COVID-19 patients as non-COVID-
19 people. To solve the problem, this paper first attempts to apply triplet loss
and center loss to the field of COVID-19 image classification, combining
softmax loss to design a jointly supervised metric loss function COVID
Triplet-Center Loss (COVID-TCL). Triplet loss can increase inter-class
discreteness, and center loss can improve intra-class compactness. Therefore,
COVID-TCL can help the CNN-based model to extract more discriminative
features and strengthen the diagnostic capacity of COVID-19 patients in the
early stage and incubation period. Meanwhile, we use the extreme gradient
boosting (XGBoost) as a classifier to design a COVID-19 images classification
model of CNN-XGBoost architecture, to further improve the CNN-based
model’s classification effect and operation efficiency. The experiment shows
that the classification accuracy of the model proposed in this paper is 97.41%,
and the sensitivity is 97.61%, which is higher than the other 7 reference models.
The COVID-TCL can effectively improve the classification sensitivity of the
CNN-based model, the CNN-XGBoost architecture can further improve the
CNN-based model’s classification effect.
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1 Introduction

The outbreak of COVID-19 forced countries to blockade their doors one after another, and
countries were forced to cancel economic trade and the movement of people between each other. It
has severely hit the economic development of all countries in the world, and endangered the lives and
health of people in all countries. To this day, COVID-19 continues to ravage the world, and scientists
suggest that it will coexist with humans for a long time. The effective way to prevent and treat this
highly infectious disease is to diagnose and isolate patients promptly, on time to prevent the virus from
further spreading. Now, reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) is considered the
standard method for the diagnosis of novel coronavirus pneumonia, but it takes a long time, has a high
false negative rate and low sensitivity, which hind the diagnosis and treatment of COVID-19 patients
to some extent [1–5]. And with the development of imaging technology, medical imaging has gradually
become the major tool for clinical disease screening, diagnosis, treatment guidance, and evaluation [6].
For people with COVID-19, their lung imaging includes lesions with ground-glass opacities (GGO),
lung consolidation, bilateral patchy shadowing, pulmonary fibrosis, multiple lesions, and crazy-paving
pattern, and so on [7,8]. Therefore, radiologists can diagnose whether they are infected with a novel
coronavirus by observing the characteristics of medical images and analyzing them. However, in the
face of a highly contagious disease such as the COVID-19, the huge workload will lead to doctors’
misdiagnosis. But computer-aided diagnosis (CAD) systems can help doctors use the COVID-19
detection method to diagnose quickly and accurately [9,10]. Therefore, it is of great significance to
design an accurate and fast COVID-19 diagnostic method that can be introduced into a CAD systems.

Many technologies can be used to diagnose COVID-19 images, among which CNN-based
technology has the best effect, which was verified in [11]. Therefore, a large number of CNN-based
COVID-19 image classification models have emerged and achieved good results. However, most of
the methods do not pay attention to the problem that the lung images of patients in the early stage
and incubation period are extremely similar to those of the non-COVID-19 population. Because
these methods have low classification sensitivity or without test the sensitivity of the model in the
experimental stage. Low sensitivity means the model will misdiagnose COVID-19 patients as non-
COVID-19 people. Meanwhile, CNN is characterized by feature extraction, which is considered to be
one of the most powerful and effective feature extraction mechanisms, while the traditional classifier
of CNN is a fully connected layer, being a single classifier, it cannot fully grasp the extracted complex
and diverse deep features [12]. Because based on the “No Free Lunch” theorem, changeable data with
different structures and characteristics will greatly affect the prediction accuracy of a single classifier
[13]. And the parameter amount of the fully connected layer occupies 80% of the entire CNN, the
operating efficiency is low.

To solve the problems, this paper first attempts to combine Triplet loss, Center loss, and softmax
loss to design a jointly supervised metric loss function COVID Triplet-Center loss (COVID TCL).
Triplet loss forces different feature clusters to be far away from each other, increasing the features’
inter-class distance of different classes and improving the discreteness between classes. Center loss
learns the class center of each feature cluster, making the features distribution of each class move
closer to the class center, reducing the intra-class distance and improving the compactness between
classes. Therefore, through COVID TCL, the different classes’ features can be far away from each
other, and the same classes features are close to each other, so that we can extract discriminative
features to enhance the model’s ability to distinguish similar images and improve the CNN-based
model’s diagnostic ability for the COVID-19 patients in early stage and incubation period.
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At the same time, we design a COVID-19 image classification model with a CNN-XGBoost
architecture, choose the ResNet50 as the feature extractor to extract the deep features, and then
use the extreme gradient boosting (XGBoost) algorithm in ensemble learning to replace the fully
connected layer in ResNet50 as the classifier to classify the extracted deep features. Ensemble learning
is to combine multiple weak classifiers to obtain a strong classifier to obtain better results than
a single classifier. Ditterch explained the basic reasons for the success of ensemble learning from
three mathematical perspectives of statistics, calculation, and representativeness, and the bias-variance
decomposition analyzes the effectiveness of ensemble learning, these studies proved that ensemble
learning has a better learning ability than a single classifier [12,14,15]. XGBoost inherits the advantages
of ensemble learning such as high accuracy, flexibility, high efficiency, and easy portability with
few parameters, and also further improves its operational efficiency through cache optimization
and memory optimization. Therefore, the designed COVID-19 diagnosis model of CNN-XGBoost
architecture can not only fully analyze and utilize the extracted features to ensure the diagnosis effect,
but also reduce the overall number of parameters of the model to improve the operation efficiency.
Meanwhile, the method proposed in this paper can with an excellent epidemic peak time prediction
model [16–18], can help governments to achieve accurate prevention and control.

The main contributions of this paper are as follows:

(1) This paper first attempts to introduce Triplet loss and Center loss into the field of COVID-
19 image classification, combined with softmax loss to design a joint supervised metric
loss function COVID Triplet-Center loss (COVID TCL). Which helps extract distinguishing
features, strengthen the model’s ability to classify similar images, and improve the model’s
ability to diagnose COVID-19 patients in the early and incubation period.

(2) Design a COVID-19 CT image classification model with CNN-XGBoost architecture, choose
ResNet50 as the model feature extractor, and XGBoost as the model’s classifier. The complex
and diverse deep features are more fully utilized to obtain a better classification effect than a
fully connected layer, while reducing the overall parameter amount and calculation amount of
the model and improving the operation efficiency.

(3) Compared with other methods, the classification indicators of the COVID-19 diagnosis
method proposed in this paper are higher than most of the existing COVID-19 diagnosis
methods. And the COVID TCL designed in this paper takes into account the problems that
have not been considered in the previous COVID-19 diagnostic models, that is, the lung image
of the COVID-19 patients in the early stage and incubation period are very similar to those of
the non-COVID-19 population, resulting in low model sensitivity and high false negative rate.
Provides a new requirement for the design of the COVID-19 diagnostic model in the future.

The rest of the paper is structured as follows. The second part introduces the related work; the
third part introduces the algorithm and process of the model; the fourth part shows the results of this
study and the comparison and conclusion with other similar works; Research gaps and future research
directions.

2 Related Work

2.1 CNN-Based COVID-19 Diagnosis Methods
CNN has excellent image feature extraction ability and classification performance. High-quality

image features can be extracted by CNN, which is widely used in the field of medical image
classification. Therefore, after the outbreak of COVID-19, there have been many excellent CNN-based
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COVID-19 image classification models. Wang et al. [19] developed a weakly supervised deep learning
framework for COVID-19 classification and lesion localization from chest CT. The classification
network in the framework is called DeCoVNet. Combined the activation regions produced by the
DeCoVNet with an unsupervised lung segmentation method to localize lesion regions. The final
classification accuracy is 90.1%, and the classification sensitivity is 84.0%. Mohammed et al. [20]
proposed an end-to-end weakly supervised network for the detection of Covid-19 in chest CT scans.
They combined the spatial attention module and the channel attention module end-to-end to optimize
the feature map. Use the two-way long short-term memory to convert the spatial features into spatial
axes-oriented features, and add a slice attention module before the last fully-connected layer. They
achieved 81.9% classification accuracy and 85.5% classification sensitivity. Ouyang et al. [21] proposed
a dual-sampling attention network for the diagnosis of COVID-19 from community-acquired pneu-
monia. They use different strategies to train two 3D ResNet34 networks, and propose a new online
attention module to focus on lung infection regions, finally using ensemble learning for classification,
the classification accuracy is 87.5% and the sensitivity is 86.9%. Polsinelli et al. [22] designed a light
CNN for detecting COVID-19 from CT scans of the chest based on the SqueezeNet. It can classify
COVID-19, community-acquired pneumonia, and healthy lung CT images. The classification speed
is fast, achieving 85.03% classification accuracy and 87.55% sensitivity. Jaiswal et al. [23] proposed
a COVID-19 classification model based on deep transfer learning using DenseNet201. They use
weight parameters trained in the ImageNet database to initialize DenseNet201. The final classification
accuracy reaches 96.25%, and the sensitivity reaches 96.29%. Wang et al. [24] proposed a framework
based on the modified Inception network, using transfer learning to train the framework to classify
the CT images of COVID-19 and typical viral pneumonia. The final classification accuracy is 89.5%,
and the sensitivity is 87.00%. Karnati et al. [25] proposed a multi-scale deep neural network framework
to diagnose COVID-19 from CXR images, it can learn features in X-ray images from different scales.
The final classification accuracy is 96.01%, and the sensitivity is 96.00%.

2.2 Triplet Loss and Center Loss for Image Classification
Although the above methods have good classification accuracy, they have low classification

sensitivity or no sensitivity test. Low sensitivity means a higher probability of the model misdiagnosing
COVID-19 patients as non-COVID-19 people. This is because these methods do not consider the
problem that lung images of COVID-19 patients in the early stage and incubation period are extremely
similar to those of the non-COVID-19 population. This problem will make CNN unable to extract
distinguishing features, thus affecting the sensitivity of the model. So this paper attempts to use
triplet loss to make CNN extract more discriminative features. Triplet loss can increase the inter-
class distance of different class features, to help CNN to extract discriminative features. He et al. [26]
proposed a layered Triplet loss for fine-grained image classification, using the “coarse to fine” strategy
to construct a loss function, which enables the effective separation of coarse-level classes and effective
clustering of fine-level classes. Huang et al. [27] proposed a novel batch similarity-based triplet loss.
This loss function can increase the similarity between images of the same class and decrease the
similarity between images of different classes. The classification experiments on X-ray images and skin
rash images show that the method has good applicability and effectiveness in terms of classification
accuracy, sensitivity, and specificity. Huang et al. [28] to solve the problem of intra-class diversity
and inter-class similarity of hyperspectral images, proposed an improved triplet loss, which makes the
samples of the same class closer, and the samples of different classes far away from each other, it can
filter many trivial pairs, and prevents the impact of the outliers at the same time.
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Triplet loss can make features of different classes away from each other, but it cannot guarantee the
intra-class compactness of features, and Center loss will learn the feature center of each class, so that
the feature is close to its corresponding class center, making up for the lack of triplet loss. Feng et al. [29]
combined triplet loss and center loss to propose triplet-margin-center loss to identify face sketch
images and face photo images. Triplet-margin-center loss can expand the inter-class distance of
different classes of samples and improve the intra-class compactness, to make the face sketches and face
photos of different samples more distinguishable. Zhao et al. [30] proposed a new center-triplet model
for person re-identification. They designed a hard mining center-triplet loss to optimize the intra-class
distance and inter-class distance, and enhance robust feature representation learning. He et al. [31]
established a 3D CNN object retrieval model, and proposed a new loss called triplet-center loss that
can improve inter-class discreteness and intra-class compactness, which can further enhance feature
discrimination. Yang et al. [32] proposed a joint triplet-center loss-based hierarchical learning method
for difficult-to-extract discriminative speech emotion features. The joint triplet-center loss can reduce
the intra-class distance and increase the inter-class distance to learn discriminative emotional features.

2.3 XGBoost for Image Classification
Meanwhile, CNN is characterized by feature extraction, its classifier is only a fully connected

layer and cannot fully grasp complex and diverse deep features, and the parameters accounts for
about 80% of the whole CNN. XGBoost is a boosting tree model, with the advantages of high
precision, strong flexibility, high efficiency, and easy portability with few parameters. Compared
with a fully connected layer XGBoost’s classification effect is not weaker than or even better, lower
parameters and calculation, it also further improves the operating efficiency through methods such
as cache optimization and memory optimization. Therefore, the CNN-XGBoost architecture that
uses CNN as a feature extractor and XGBoost as a classifier received attention. Carvalho et al. [33]
input the chest CT image into the LeNet5 network to extract features, and then replaced the last
classifier layer of the network with XGBoost for classification to check whether it was infected
with COVID-19. Fangoh et al. [34] used MobileNetv2 as the feature extractor and XGBoost as the
classifier to classify chest X-ray images, and used transfer learning to train the feature extractor.
Thongsuwan et al. [35] proposed a new deep-learning classification model called ConvXGB based
on CNN and XGBoost. Using XGBoost to replace the fully connected layer of CNN, improves the
classification effect and reduces model parameters. The classification results in the dataset are all better
than the separate CNN classification and XGBoost classification. Ren et al. [36] proposed a CNN-
XGBoost classification model for the problem that the existing classification models cannot make full
use of image information, using LeNet5 as the feature extractor and XGBoost as the classifier, which
has achieved good results in the MNIST and CIFAR-10 databases. Jiao et al. [12] proposed a CNN-
XGBoost image classification model optimized by adaptive particle swarm optimization (APSO),
CNN acts as a feature extractor, XGBoost acts as a classifier, and uses the improved APSO algorithm
to optimize the hyperparameters on the model. These methods get better results than using CNN alone
for classification, and the amount of model parameters is reduced.

According to the above studies, this paper combines triplet loss, center loss, and softmax loss to
design a jointly supervised loss function COVID Triplet-Center loss to train CNN. And use XGBoost
to replace the fully connected layer of CNN to design a model with CNN-XGBoost architecture for
COVID-19 CT image classification.
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3 The Proposed Method

This paper combines triplet loss, center loss, and softmax loss to design a jointly supervised loss
function COVID Triplet-Center loss to train CNN for extracting more discriminative features, improve
model classification sensitivity, and enhance the ability of CNN-based model to diagnose COVID-19
patients in the early stage and incubation period. Meanwhile, design a COVID-19 diagnosis model
with CNN-XGBoost architecture to reduce the overall parameter amount of the model to improve
operational efficiency while ensuring the classification effect of the model. The following will introduce
the CNN-XGBoost architecture model proposed in this paper and COVID TCL in detail.

3.1 Model Architecture and Process
The COVID-19 diagnosis model with CNN-XGBoost architecture designed in this paper consists

of two parts, a feature extractor, and a classifier, as shown in Fig. 1. Use the ResNet50 as the
feature extractor and XGBoost as the classifier. Input the dataset into the ResNet50 network, and
use the COVID TCL training feature extractor to extract the distinguishing features. Then, flatten
the extracted features into a one-dimensional feature vector, input it into XGBoost and get the
classification results.

Figure 1: Model architecture

3.2 Image Preprocessing
The quality of the data affects the performance of the model to some extent. Therefore, add a

preprocessing step to the feature extractor to improve the quality of the input data. Resize all CT
images to 224 × 224 pixels in the dataset, and then use the Gaussian filter to filter the CT images to
reduce the influence of noise on the CT images. As shown in Fig. 2, the left side is the original CT
image with a size of H ∗ W pixels in the dataset, and the right side is the preprocessed CT image. It
can be seen from Fig. 2 that compared with the original CT image the preprocessed CT image has
significantly less noise and is much smoother.
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Figure 2: Comparison of the original image and the preprocessed image

3.3 CNN-XGBoost Architecture
3.3.1 Feature Extractor

Feature extraction is the most important link in the automatic image classification system, the
quality of the feature directly affects the recognition performance of the image [30]. CNN is recognized
as one of the most powerful and effective feature extraction mechanisms [10]. Through the convolution
operation, CNN can effectively extract the deep features in the image. In this paper, select the ResNet50
network as the backbone of the feature extractor, input the preprocessed CT images into ResNet50,
then use the COVID TCL to train the ResNet50 to get distinguishing features, and finally flatten the
features into a one-dimensional feature vector as the input of XGBoost.

3.3.2 Classifier

In this paper, the deep features extracted by ResNet50 are flattened into a one-dimensional feature
vector as the input of XGBoost, and there are two types of image classification results: COVID-19
and non-COVID-19. In this paper, the deep features extracted by ResNet50 are flattened into a one-
dimensional feature vector as the input of XGBoost, and there are two types of image classification
results: COVID-19 and non-COVID-19. eXtreme Gradient Boosting (XGBoost) is a Boosting tree
algorithm proposed by Chen et al. [37], the idea of Boosting algorithm is to integrate multiple weak
classifiers to form a strong classifier. So the essence of XGBoost is a strong classifier formed by
integrating multiple tree models. Specific steps are as follows:

Let dataset D = {(xi, yi)} , (|D| = n, xi ∈ Rm, yi ∈ Rn) with n examples and m features, Where xi

represents the feature vector corresponding to the ith sample, yi represents the category label of the ith
sample, XGBoost is a tree ensemble model, using K trees for the ensemble, and the prediction value ŷi

is defined as follows:

ŷi =
K∑

k=1

fk (xi) , fk ∈ F (1)

where, fk(xi) represents the score of the i-th sample in the kth decision tree fk, and F is the function
space containing all the trees, which is defined as follows:

F = f (x) = wq(x),
(
q : Rm → T , w ∈ RT

)
(2)

f (x) represents the tree model, q represents the tree structure, wq(x) represents the predicted value
of the regression tree for the sample x, T is the number of leaf nodes in the tree, w is the weight of the
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leaf nodes, and learning tree model f (x) by minimizing the objective function L which is defined as
follows:

L =
n∑

i=1

l
(
ŷi, yi

) +
K∑

k=1

� (fk) (3)

The regularization term �(f ) = γ T + 1
2
λ ||w||2 is used as a penalty term to control the complexity

of XGBoost to prevent overfitting, l
(
ŷi, yi

)
is a loss function term used to calculate the difference

between the predicted value ŷi and the true value yi , γ and λ are the coefficients. Since the f (x) is not
a specific value, so the model is learned in an additive way, and the iterative prediction is as follows:

ŷ(t)
i = ŷ(t−1)

i + ft (xi) (4)

ŷt
i refers to the model prediction result of the t-th round, ŷ(t−1)

i is the model prediction result of the
t − 1th round, and ft(xi) is a new function added to represent the model of the t-th tree, the purpose
is to make the objective function as much as possible is small, so the objective function L(t) of the t-th
iteration is:

L(t) =
n∑

i=1

l
(
yi, ŷt−1

i + ft (xi)
) + � (ft) (5)

The objective function of the t-th iteration after the second-order Taylor formula expansion:

L(t) ≈ L̃(t) =
n∑

i=1

[
l
(
yi, ŷ(t−1)

i

) + gift (xi) + 1
2

hift
2
(xi)

]
+ � (ft) (6)

where, gi and hi represent the first-order and second-order statistical measures in the loss function.

Minimizing the objective function L(t) makes the model work best.

3.4 COVID Triplet-Center Loss
Classification tasks generally use traditional metric loss functions softmax loss and sigmoid loss

to train and optimize the network. However, these methods usually produce large intra-class distances
and small inter-class distances during clustering, resulting in the overlap between clusters, as shown in
Fig. 3a, which reduces the model classification sensitivity. To solve this problem, this paper attempts
to introduce triplet loss and center loss into the field of COVID-19 image classification for the first
time and combination with softmax loss design a jointly supervised loss metric function called COVID
Triplet-Center loss.

The normal feature distribution is shown in Fig. 3a, Triplet loss can reduce the intra-class distance
of samples of the same class and increase the inter-class distance of samples of different classes to learn
more discriminative deep features, as shown in Fig. 3b. The input of triplet loss is a triplet sample
< xa

i , xp
i , xn

i >, where xa
i is the anchor sample of the triplet sample, xp

i is the sample of the same class as
the anchor sample, and xn

i is the sample of a different class from the anchor sample. In this paper, let
there are M triplet samples in each batch, so the calculation formula of triplet loss is as follows:

Ltri =
M∑

i=1

max
(
d

(
f

(
xa

i

)
, f

(
xp

i

)) − d
(
f
(
xa

i

)
, f

(
xn

i

)) + m
)

(7)
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Figure 3: The distribution of deep features learned by networks trained with different loss functions,
(a) softmax loss, (b) triplet loss, (c) center loss, (d) COVID triplet-center loss

where f (·) refers to the deep feature vector expression learned by the neural network, d(xa
i , xp

i )

represents the feature distance between the anchor point sample and the positive sample, d(xa
i , xn

i )

represents the feature distance between the anchor point sample and the negative sample, and m is
the margin of triplet loss. Minimizing Ltri can make d(xa

i , xp
i ) smaller and d(xa

i , xn
i ) larger. However,

the clustering effect of the traditional triplet loss is not obvious, and cannot reduce the intra-class
distance well. Meanwhile, the selection of samples is random, and with the increase in the sample size,
the training is unstable and the loss is difficult to converge. To solve these problems, we introduce
center loss, as shown in Fig. 3c, which can learn the center of depth features of each class and draw
the depth features of the same class closer to the center. The calculation of center loss in this paper is
as follows:

Lc = 1
2

M∑
i=1

∣∣∣∣ f (xi) − cyi

∣∣∣∣ 2

2

(8)

where M is the number of batch size, yi represents the label corresponding to the ith sample, and cyi

represents the center of the depth feature of the category to which the ith sample belongs, minimizing
Lc can reduce the intra-class distance and increase the intra-class compactness. Inspired by Figs. 3b
and 3c, we combine softmax loss, triplet loss, and center loss to design a jointly supervised loss function
COVID TCL, which combines the advantages of triplet loss and center loss, and the results shown in
Fig. 3d are obtained. The formula for softmax loss in this paper is:

Lsoft max = −
M∑

i=1

log
eWT

yi f (xi)+byi∑n

j=1e
WT

j f (xi)+bj
(9)

where M represents the dimension of the output of the full connection layer, n is the number of
categories and T is the transpose. So get the formula LCOVID_TCL:

LCOVID_TCL = Ltri + δLc + μLsoft max (10)

δ and μ are the balance weights of center loss and softmax, respectively.
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4 Experiment Results and Discussion

In this part, we use classification evaluation indicators to verify the proposed method in this paper,
comparing it with other COVID-19 diagnosis models and performing ablation experiments to prove
the effectiveness and superiority of the methods proposed in this paper.

4.1 Dataset and Hyperparameters
The dataset used in this paper is from the COVID-19 CT image data set available on Kaggle

(https://www.kaggle.com/plameneduardo/sarscov2-ctscan-datasetand), which has a total of 2481 chest
CT images including 1252 COVID-19 positive CT images and 1229 non-COVID-19 CT images. Divide
the dataset into a training set and a test set according to the rate of 8:2.

In our experiments, in feature extractor ResNet50, the learning rate is 0.0001, the training epoch
is 100, and the batch size is 128. In classifier XGBoost, “gamma” is 0.05, “max_depth” is 8, “lambda”
is 2, “subsample” is 0.7, “eta” is 0.1, and the number of training iterations is 100. The balance weights
δ and μ of COVID TCL are all set to be 0.0005.

4.2 Evaluation Indications
The method proposed in this paper can detect COVID-19 CT images, specifically, it can dis-

tinguish whether chest CT images belong to non-COVID-19 people or people with COVID-19. To
examine the performance of the proposed method, the following metrics are selected for measurement.

Accuracy (Ac) is an indicator of the correct classification of the model. The formula is as follows:

Ac = TP + TN
TP + TN + FP + FN

(11)

The precision (P) reflects the ability of the model to correctly classify true positives. The formula
is as follows:

P = TP
TP + FP

(12)

Sensitivity (S) represents the proportion of true positive samples in all positive samples, which
measures the model’s ability to identify COVID-19, and represents the recall rate, the formula is as
follows:

S = TP
TP + FN

(13)

It was used in this paper to test the ability of the model to correctly classify images of COVID-19
patients into the category of COVID-19 CT images. The higher the sensitivity, the better the ability
to correctly classify the COVID-19 CT images. On the contrary, if the sensitivity is lower, it means
that the model has a problem with a high false negative rate, that is, the model is prone to misclassify
COVID-19 CT images into non-COVID-19 CT images.

F1-score(F1) is an evaluation index that comprehensively considers precision and sensitivity, and
is the weighted average of the two. The formula is as follows:

F1 = 2 ∗ P ∗ S
P + S

(14)

https://www.kaggle.com/plameneduardo/sarscov2-ctscan-datasetand
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4.3 Compared with Other Methods
To prove the effectiveness and superiority of the proposed method, the method proposed in this

paper is compared with the other 7 methods. The results are shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Comparison results with other methods

Works Accuracy (%) Precision (%) F1-score (%) Sensitivity (%)

Wang et al. [19] 90.10 90.10 91.40 84.00
Polsinelli et al. [22] 85.03 85.01 86.20 87.55
Jaiswal et al. [23] 96.25 96.29 96.29 96.29
Wang et al. [24] 89.50 89.50 77.00 87.00
Xu et al. [38] 86.70 81.31 83.90 86.70
Oh et al. [39] 88.90 83.40 84.40 85.90
Zhang et al. [40] 93.17 92.68 93.12 93.57
Ours 97.41 97.22 97.42 97.61

As can be seen from Table 1, our’s method that CNN-XGBoost architecture cooperate with
COVID TCL gets the best evaluation indicator. The sensitivity is as high as 97.61%, which indicates
that the method proposed in this paper has a high discriminative ability for COVID-19 patients and
non-COVID-19 populations.

4.4 Ablation Experiment
To demonstrate the contribution of the COVID Triplet-Center Loss and CNN-XGBoost archi-

tecture proposed in this paper, an ablation study is performed. We first tested ResN50, ResNet50 +
COVID TCL, ResNet50 + XGBoost, and ResNet50 + COVID TCL + XGBoost in turn, and the
results are shown in Table 2.

Table 2: Classification results of ResNet50, ResNet50 + COVID TCL, ResNet50 + XGBoost,
ResNet50 + COVID TCL + XGBoost

Accuracy (%) Precision (%) F1-score (%) Sensitivity (%)

ResNet50 90.64 91.46 90.54 89.64
ResNet50 + COVID TCL 92.23 91.41 92.31 93.23
ResNet50 + XGBoost 93.63 95.44 93.50 91.63
ResNet50 + COVID TCL + XGBoost 97.41 97.22 97.42 97.61

As can be seen from Table 2, the classification index of ResNet50 alone is the lowest. After using
COVID TCL, the sensitivity is improved by 3.59%. After adding XGBoost, the classification index is
improved greatly except for the small increase in sensitivity. The ResNet50 + COVID TCL + XGBoost
obtain the best classification results. And Fig. 4 shows the classification ROC curve of the above 4
models.
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Figure 4: ROC curves comparison of ResNet50, ResNet50 + COVID TCL, ResNet50 + XGBoost and
ResNet50 + COVID TCL + XGBoost

From Fig. 4, we can see that the brown line is the ROC curve of ResNet50, and its AUC area is
only 90.6%. The cyan line represents the ROC curve of ResNet50 + COVID TCL. The blue line is
the ROC curve of ResNet50 + XGBoost. Finally, the orange line is the ROC curve of ResNet50 +
COVID TCL + XGBoost, and the AUC area is as high as 97.4%. Meanwhile, it can be seen that the
True positive rate of the orange line is significantly higher than other lines, while the False positive rate
is significantly lower than other lines.

Table 2 and Fig. 4 both prove the effectiveness of the proposed COVID TCL and CNN-XGBoost
architecture.

4.4.1 COVID Triplet-Center Loss

To further prove the superiority of COVID TCL, Fig. 5 compares the confusion matrix of
ResNet50 + COVID TCL + XGBoost and ResNet50 + XGBoost classification results. There are 502
CT images for testing, 251 non-COVID-19 images, and 251 COVID-19 images, with 0 representing
the non-COVID-19 category and 1 representing the COVID-19 category. Fig. 5a shows that a total
of 245 images are correctly classified as COVID-19 category, with a true positive rate of 97.6%, and
6 COVID-19 CT images are misclassified as non-COVID-19 category, with a false negative rate of
2.3%. In Fig. 5b, among the 251 COVID-19 CT images, only 230 were correctly classified as COVID-19
category with a true positive rate of only 91.6%, and 21 were misclassified as non-COVID-19 category,
the false negative rate is 8.4%. The false negative rate in Fig. 5b is nearly four times higher than that
in Fig. 5a, which means that the probability of the model misclassified COVID-19 CT images as non-
COVID-19 CT images will greatly increase without COVID-TCL.

Meanwhile, we selected 3 other well-known CNN models to test their classification results with
or without COVID TCL in our dataset. The results are shown in Table 3.

From Table 3, we can see that after using of the COVID TCL, all classification indicators of the
CNN model are improved, among which the improvement of sensitivity is the most obvious. Fig. 6
shows the ROC curves of the 3 CNN models with or without COVID TCL.
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Figure 5: Visualization of the confusion matrix of COVID-19 diagnosis results: (a) Confusion_matrix
for COVID-19 detection with ResNet50 + COVID TCL + XGBoost, (b) Confusion_matrix for
COVID-19 detection with ResNet50 + XGBoost

Table 3: Classification indicators comparison of CNN models with and without COVID TCL

Accuracy (%) Precision (%) F1-score (%) Sensitivity (%)

MobileNetV2 85.06 86.07 84.85 83.67
MobileNetV2 + COVID TCL 87.85 88.00 87.82 87.65
SqueezeNet 83.27 84.36 83.00 81.67
SqueezeNet + COVID TCL 84.66 84.52 84.69 84.86
VGG16 90.64 90.80 90.62 90.44
VGG16 + COVID TCL 92.03 91.70 92.06 92.43

From Fig. 6, we can intuitively see that after using COVID TCL, the AUC area of the 3 models
has increased. Therefore, both the classification indicator results and the display of the ROC curves
can fully prove that the proposed COVID TCL can effectively help the feature extractor to extract
more discriminative features, improve the CNN-based model’s sensitivity to strengthen its diagnostic
ability for patients with early and incubation period.

4.4.2 CNN-XGBoost Architecture

Similarly, to further prove the superiority of CNN-XGBoost architecture, we also selected 3 other
well-known CNN models to test their classification results with and without XGBoost in our dataset.
The results are shown in Table 4.



200 CSSE, 2023, vol.47, no.1

Figure 6: ROC curves comparison of the 3 CNN models with and without COVID TCL

Table 4: Comparison of classification results of other CNN models with and without XGBoost

Accuracy (%) Precision (%) F1-score (%) Sensitivity (%)

MobileNetV2 85.06 86.07 84.85 83.67
MobileNetV2 + XGBoost 88.25 89.67 88.03 86.45
SqueezeNet 83.27 84.36 83.00 81.67
SqueezeNet + XGBoost 85.86 87.82 85.48 83.27
VGG16 90.64 90.80 90.62 90.44
VGG16 + XGBoost 93.03 94.63 92.90 91.24

From Table 4, we can see that after using CNN-XGBoost architecture, the classification effect of
each model has been effectively improved. Fig. 7 shows the ROC curves of the 3 CNN models with
and without XGBoost.

From Fig. 7, we can intuitively see that after using XGBoost, the AUC area of the 3 models has
increased. By the classification results and ROC curves can prove that the CNN-XGBoost architecture
is indeed better than using CNN alone for classification.



CSSE, 2023, vol.47, no.1 201

Figure 7: ROC curves comparison of the 3 CNN models with and without XGBoost

5 Conclusion and Future Works

In this paper, we first attempt to apply triplet loss, and center loss to the field of COVID-19
diagnosis, combined with softmax loss to design a jointly supervised metric loss function COVID
Triplet-Center Loss (COVID TCL). It can effectively alleviate the problem of low classification
sensitivity. Meanwhile, we design a CNN-XGBoost architecture COVID-19 classification model.
Using XGBoost as the classifier, improves the classification effect of the model. So, the research in
this paper will help to strengthen the diagnostic ability of patients with early and incubation periods
of COVID-19 and the experimental results show that the method proposed in this paper is better than
other COVID-19 detection methods.

However, the method proposed also has some shortcomings in practical application. Firstly the
model still has a certain scale parameter amount even if removes the fully connected layer. Secondly,
if we want to fully train a ResNet50 that meets a specific task, we need a lot of data, but it is difficult
to obtain COVID-19 CT images due to personal privacy issues. Therefore, future work will focus on
these two points for improvement research, mainly including (1): research on small sample learning
algorithm training network to alleviate the problem of insufficient data; (2): Studying image synthesis
algorithm, realizing the manual generation of images or the mutual transformation of CT images and
X-ray images, to expand the amount of data required for the experiment.
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