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ABSTRACT

In recent years, many trials have been made to use the Rate Transient Analysis (RTA) techniques as a method to
describe the gas condensate reservoirs. The problem with using these techniques is the multi-phase behavior of the
gas condensate reservoirs. Therefore, the Pressure Transient Analysis (PTA) is commonly used in this case to ana-
lyze the reservoir parameters. In this paper, we are going to compare the results of both PTA and RTA of three wells
in gas condensate reservoirs. The comparison showed a great match between the results of the two mentioned tech-
niques for the first time using a reference GOR of 75,000 SCF/STB. Therefore, we concluded that we could depend
on RTA instead of PTA to spare the cost associated with the PTA in the gas condensate reservoirs.
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Nomenclature
[ Porosity
s Skin factors
tca Material-balance pseudo-time
k Permeability (md)
rwa Wellbore radius (ft)
re Radius of the reservoir (ft)
q Production rate (MMScfd)
Δpp Pseudo-pressure difference (psi)
pwf Bottomhole pressure (psi)
Q Cumulative production (Bcf)
tDd Dimensionless time
μi Viscosity (cp)
tc Corrected Material-balance time
h Net pay thickness of the reservoir (ft)
cti Total compressibility (psi−1)
ppi Psuedo Initial pressure (psi)
T Time (day)
p1hr Pressure after 1 hr, psi
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1 Introduction

The most challenging task in petroleum engineering is to describe the reservoir parameters accurately.
Especially, in the gas condensate reservoir due to the presence of multi-phase flow [1]. PTA has been the
most commonly used method to describe the gas condensate reservoir parameters like Permeability (K),
Skin (S), Original Gas In Place (OGIP), etc. Using PTA requires to shut-in a producing well, which leads
to loss of production and the cost of using the service tools and crew needed for the PTA data collection
and interpretation. Conversely, Rate Transient Analysis (RTA) uses the production data of the producing
wells, which are free sources as a good production practice [2]. However, RTA was limited to the
application of single-phase dry gas or black oil reservoirs [3,4]. When the bottom-hole flowing
pressure drops below the fluid dew point pressure, it will severely affect the well productivity. This
productivity reduction occurs due to liquid accumulation around the wellbore, and it is called
“Condensate Blockage” [5,6].

The previous trials on the gas condensate reservoirs using the RTA included many errors when using
models developed for dry gas reservoirs [7]. Consequently, many types of research were made to come
up with solutions. For example, a former solution to this problem was to create models to convert the
multi-phase parameters to equivalent single-phase parameters to be analyzed by RTA techniques [8,9].

These researches worked on wells that had a low GOR reaching as low as 6,000 SCF/STB, where the
condensate has a great effect on the mobility of gas and also the permeability estimation when applying the
RTA [3].

Therefore, in our study, we made a “reference GOR” to know the definite limit which determines when
the RTA or Blasingame method can be used. We analyzed reservoir “A”, the basic information about
reservoir “A” is as follows: Reservoir Datum depth is at 8,000 ft. TVD SS. The initial reservoir pressure
is 4,060 Pisa. The initial reservoir temperature is 170°F and GOR = 75,000 SCF/STB. Maximum CVD
(constant volume depletion) liquid drop out is 3.14% and the Dewpoint pressure is 3,949 Psia. The
lithology of the reservoir is sandstone. The three wells discussed here are exploratory wells.

We used the daily production data of reservoir “A” from the multi-phase flow meter in the production
platform. We used a third-party flow meter to check the accuracy of the platform multi-phase flowmeter for
one whole year. After this period, the production operators kept on testing each well through the test separator
every month to recalibrate the flow meter on the production platform.

The objectives of this paper are to present RTA as a reliable method in the gas condensate reservoir to
characterize the permeability and skin by offering a reference GOR, below which the RTA and PTA results
are not matched. This research is made to offer a guideline who want to use the RTA as an alternative method
for PTA to monitor their gas condensate reservoir constantly avoiding the cost associated with the PTA.

2 Theory and Review of Literature

In the Analysis of Buildup test data, many studies showed that the use of the pseudo-pressure technique
yields more accurate analyses of gas buildup data in comparison to either pressure or pressure-squared
methods [10–12]. Fig. 1 shows the Horner plot for a buildup test, the pseudo-pressure is plotted against
Horner time on the semilog plot. From the straight line, the slope (m) is used to obtain the permeability k
and skin factor s as per Eqs. (1) and (2):

k ¼ 1637qT

mh
(1)

s ¼ 1:151
p1hr � pwfs

m
� log

K

[lctr2w
þ 3:2274

� �
(2)
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Conventional RTA methods like Arps and Fetkovich methods did not account for the variations in
operating conditions during the transient flow period, which is our main interest. Blasingame et al.
accounted for changing operating conditions by defining a function called the superposition time
function, also referred to as the material balance time. Blasingame et al. introduced two other functions to
further smooth the data and get a unique match on the type curves; these two functions are rate integral
function and rate-integral derivative function. The Material Balance Time Function could normalize any
rate or pressure history so that it can account for the production conditions variations [13–21].

2.1 Material Balance Time Theory
The concept of material balance time is simply the time corrected relative to the cumulative production

as per Eq. (3):

tc ¼ Q

q
(3)

From Eq. (3), the functionality of the material balance time to normalize any rate or pressure history can
be seen. Blasingame type curves are divided into three functions (Normalized rate, rate integral, and rate
integral derivatives); each of them is plotted against the Material Balance Time.

2.2 Normalized Rate
It is simply defined as the rate divided by the flowing pressure drop as per Eq. (4):

q

Dpp
¼ q

ppi � pwf
(4)

2.3 Rate Integral
It can be considered as the cumulative average of the rate at which the well was producing until a

particular moment in time when plotted against the material balance time. It is considered as a method to
remove the noise from the surface measured flowing rate and pressure, which helps in illustrating the
reservoir signal. The integration removes any discontinuities in the raw data, resulting in a much

Figure 1: Semilog Horner plot for a pressure buildup test
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smoother curve. This smooth curve is considered as a secondary curve match method in case we have any
doubt in the Normalized Rate Type Curve. Eq. (5) illustrates the integration process:

q

Dpp

� �
¼

R tc
0

q

Dpp
dtca

tca
(5)

2.4 Rate Integral Derivative
It is the derivative of the rate integral function with respect to the material balance time as per Eq. (6):

q

Dpp

� �
¼

d
q

Dpp

� �
d ln tca

¼
d

q

Dpp

� �
dtca

tca (6)

After going through the different methods of drawing the type curves to get a unique match for our data
set, in the next section, we are going to show how to calculate the parameters of skin and permeability after
getting the sought match.

2.5 Calculation of Parameters
The daily production data was used in this study to get more resolution in the transient-part section. We

could use any type of curve to calculate the parameters, but as mentioned earlier, the three curves are for
clarity to help in getting the unique solution. The reservoir parameters can be calculated as Eqs. (7)–(10):

k ¼ 1:417 � 106T
h
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s ¼ ln
rw
rwa
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(10)

3 Methodology

We performed PTA and RTA for three wells and compared the results of both analyses. For PTA, we
used build-up tests to analyze the middle time region (MTR) to extract the skin (S) and permeability (K)
for each well using Horner Pseudo-Producing Time due to Multi-Rate production time using the last flow
rate [13–15]. For RTA, we used Blasingame Type Curves because we are investigating the transient flow
period. Conventional RTA methods like Arps and Fetkovich methods did not account for the variations in
operating conditions during the transient flow period, which is our main interest. Blasingame et al.
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accounted for changing operating conditions by defining a function called the superposition time function,
also referred to as the material balance time. Blasingame et al. introduced two other functions to further
smooth the data and get a unique match on the type curves; these two functions are rate integral function
and rate-integral derivative function. The Material Balance Time Function could normalize any rate or
pressure history, so that it can account for the production conditions variations [16–25].

3.1 Pressure Transient Analysis for Reservoir “A”
3.1.1 Well, A#08, Test#01

We performed PTA for Well A#08 through drilling the well for exploring reservoir “A”. The well was
subjected to a flow after flow test consisted of producing the well at a series of stabilized increasing flow rates
in succession without a shut-in period. The memory gauges measured the BHFP at the sand-face. Production
periods were lasting almost for 8 h, followed by a shut-in period lasting for 60 h.

During the test, the well produced 20 MMSCFD with only 40 psi of reduction in pressure, which
indicates a considerably high value of permeability. We could extract the values of skin and permeability
from Figs. 2A and 2B, we noticed that the value of slope between the MTR and Late Time Region (LTR)
was four times which indicated two no-flow boundaries of equal distances from the well.

3.1.2 PTA for Well A#02, Test#02
We performed a flow after flow test in the same reservoir “A”. Each flow period was for 10 h, until the

final build-up for 65 h. During the test, the well produced 5 MMSCFD with 145 psi of reduction in pressure,
which indicated a lower permeability than the test before.

From Figs. 3A and 3B, we could extract the permeability and skin but we noticed that we did not reach
any boundaries. That could lead us to believe that maybe the time of shut-in was not enough to feel the
boundary due to the low permeability value. After contacting the exploration section, it was shown that
the well was drilled in a channel.

Figure 2: PTA of Well A#08, Test#01. (A) Log-Log Plot. (B) Horner plot
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3.1.3 PTA for Well A#09
The well was not producing as expected, so we performed PTA to only determine the skin and

permeability to spot the problem. The flowing period was 12 h and the S/I period was 25 h. During the
test, the well produced 1 MMSCFD with 1180 Pisa of reduction in pressure, which indicated a very low
value of permeability.

From Figs. 4A and 4B, we could extract the permeability and skin. From Fig. 4, we could see that we did
not see the boundary-dominated flow because the main purpose of the test was mainly to determine the
permeability and skin of this reservoir to investigate deeper into the reason for the low productivity of the
well. Surface Read-Out (SRO) was used in the well but unfortunately, there was no way to close the well
from below. We could see from Fig. 4A, in the early-time region (ETR), that we have the phenomena of
changing wellbore storage; that happened because the well was shut-in from the surface not from below.
The main reason for this phenomenon is phase redistribution [26–28]. We performed an RFT (Repeat
Formation Tester) job, which gave us a qualitative indication of the permeability in the well during the
drilling phase. The results are summarized in Tab. 1 [29–31].

3.2 Rate Transient Analysis for Reservoir “A”
We chose the stems that best match our data set; therefore, the reader may notice that for some figures

one or two options of normalized rate, Integral or derivative were chosen. Depending on the clarity of the
match, the interpreter may choose one, either two, or even three stems to get a more obvious match. The
normalized rate for some data sets becomes scattered, so in these situations, it is preferred to go with
Integral and derivative curves. The bottom hole flowing pressure is calculated using the Gray Correlation,
which was developed by Gray, which was implemented into the software [32]. We used the daily
production data of reservoir “A” from the multiphase flow meter in the production platform. The
production data were reliable of third-party flow meter was used to check on the accuracy of the platform
multiphase flowmeter for one whole year; After this period, the production operators kept on testing each
well through the test separator every month to recalibrate the flow meter on the production platform.

Figure 3: PTA of Well A#02, Test#02. (A) Log-Log plot. (B) Horner plot
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3.2.1 RTA for Well, A#02
The well was completed in Reservoir A and it was put into production in 2017 until now and the first

production rate was about 19 MMSCFD on choke size 32/64”. From Fig. 5, we chose the stems that best
match our data, we can notice that the well produced during the boundary-dominated flow. However, we
could estimate the permeability and skin because we could confirm the stem selection using both the
integral and derivative plots [33].

3.2.2 RTA for Well, A#08
The well was completed in Reservoir “A” and it was put into production in 2018 until now, and the first

production rate was about 11.5 MMSCFD on choke size 32/64”. From Fig. 6, we chose the stems that best
match our data, and we could see that the well was first produced during the pseudo-steady-state or transient-
period until reaching the boundary dominated flow.

Table 1: RFT Job results of Well A#09

Well A#09 RFT job pressure points and mobility measurements

Station MD, ft TVD.S.S. Fpress, Pisa Mob1 Mob2 Mob3 Mob avg, md/cp K avg, md

10 13604 7896 3458 155.5 211.0 226.1 197.5 4.0

11 13606 7897 3458 160.1 194.5 200.4 185.0 3.7

Figure 4: PTA of Well#09. (A) Log-Log plot. (B) Horner plot
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3.2.3 Well, A#09
The well was completed in Reservoir “A” and it was put into production in 2018 until now, and the first

production rate was about 3.5 MMSCFD on choke size 32/64”. From Fig. 7, we chose the stems that best
match our data and we could see that the well was first produced during the pseudo-steady-state or
transient period until reaching the boundary-dominated flow.

4 Results and Discussion

Tab. 2 presents a comparison between the results of PTA and RTA. From Tab. 2, we could see that the
results are almost similar between both analyses. Permeability values did not differ a lot between the two
analyses; however, we did see a lower value of the skin in the RTA by a percentage of around 50% in
Wells A#02 and A#08, because we performed the RTA after the completion of the wells while PTA was
during the drilling phase (mud invasion damage is present). The difference in skin factor in Well A#09 is
due to performing an acid job before performing RTA, as it was indicated earlier that the productivity of
the well was not satisfying. The permeability variations showed that the reservoir is heterogeneous, and
the three wells were at different locations in the reservoir as shown in Fig. 8. Despite that, we could get a
match between PTA and RTA in the Gas Condensate Reservoirs for the first time while applying RTA for
the three wells.

Figure 5: RTA of Well A#02, Blasingame type curve
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We supposed that the high value of GOR (75,000 SCF/STB), would have a minimal effect on the RTA
application in the Gas Condensate Reservoirs. Most of the recent researches applied the RTA in the Gas
Reservoir, where the researchers used a compositional simulator to generate long-term production data
over a wide range of the gas condensate reservoir parameters. In their studies, they tried to convert
the parameters of gas condensate reservoirs (two-phase) to dry gas reservoirs (single-phase) to handle the
multiphase flow problems using a reservoir compositional simulator [9]. In another recent research, the
researchers used the single-phase type curves of Blasingame on gas condensate reservoirs, and they came
up with the conclusion that condensate saturation would not have a severe effect on parameters estimates
for high gas-oil ratio reservoirs, but they did not specify the value of the GOR. Therefore, they had to
create an equivalent single-phase approach that came up with the right answers in Gas Condensate
Reservoirs for low gas-oil ratio reservoirs [7].

We did not find any discrepancies between our study and the recent studies in the same field. However,
we tried to set a reference value for the lowest GOR, below which we could not confirm the accuracy of
applying RTA in Gas Condensate Reservoirs. We would suggest further research to investigate the lowest
GOR, where we could apply the RTA and still get accurate results or matched results with the PTA. In
our study, we used field data instead of synthetic generated production data to set the reference GOR.

Figure 6: RTA of Well A#08, Blasingame type curve
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Figure 7: RTA of Well A#09, Blasingame type curve

Table 2: Comparison of results

Analysis Permeability, md Percentage difference Skin factor Percentage difference

Well PTA RTA PTA RTA

Well A#02 87.8 88.919 1.26 −2.75 −3.919 42.51

Well A#08 561 545.05 2.93 8.85 3.857 56.42

Well A#09 1.6 1.5346 4.26 −3.12 −4.707 50.87
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5 Conclusion

The main objective of this study is to reduce the cost related to PTA by relying more on the RTA instead
of PTA using Blasingame type curves to characterize the gas condensate reservoirs. Although the concept
that Maximum Liquid Drop Out (MLDO) and GOR has a dominant effect on the application of RTA in
Gas Condensate Reservoirs due to the condensate build up around the wellbore, which is stated in a lot
of published literature. We found a great match between the RTA and PTA results after investigating
wells with low MLDO of 3.14% and high gas-oil ratios of 75,000 SCF/STB. The results showed that
despite the heterogeneity of the reservoir and the different locations of the three wells, the RTA could
match the PTA results to a great extent. The following points are the main conclusion for the study for
those who intend to use RTA as an alternative for PTA:

� The results obtained from the RTA in Gas Condensate Reservoirs are reliable as long as the GOR is
75,000 SCF/STB or higher and the MLDO is 3.14% or lower.

� GOR has a dominant effect on the application of RTA in Gas Condensate Reservoirs due to the
condensate build-up around the wellbore in wells with high MLDO and low GOR.

Figure 8: Structural Map showing Locations of the tested wells in reservoir (A)
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� An accurate Multi-Phase flow meter is a great help to determine the flow rate for the two-phase flow
condition.

� Using Downhole gauges is essential to obtain accurate results of the downhole pressure readings.

Although the results of permeability and skin factor were matched during the transient flow period; the
OGIP (original gas in place) will be explored in future work during boundary-dominated flow.
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